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WELCOMEWELCOME TO THE 2019 CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE

Welcome to the 2019 Christian Leadership Experience! We are 
happy you took time out of your busy life to be encouraged in 
your faith and grow in your knowledge of how God can impact 
people at home, at work, and in the community. Even though you 
may not consider yourself a “leader” in the traditional sense of the 
word, every Christian is tasked by Jesus himself with the 
responsibility to lead others to a knowledge of him. All you need 
to do is engage those around you and share what Jesus has done 
for you!  The Holy Spirit will take it from there!

The Christian Leadership Experience started in Scottsdale, Ari-
zona in 2015. Five ministries, Grace in Action, Kingdom Workers, 
The Lutheran Home Association, Time of Grace and Truth in 
Love Ministry, partnered with The Antioch Foundation to bring                    
Christians together from all over the United States to be 
empowered in their role as Christians from every walk of life. The 
same group hosted the event in Orlando, Florida in 2017. Now, 
with Antioch as the sole host, the Christian Leadership Experience 
has come to La Crosse, Wisconsin.

We hope that you have traveled safely to get here. We hope that 
you truly benefit from all of the keynote addresses, breakout 
sessions, and other opportunities that the Christian Leadership 
Experience offers. We hope that you return to your home, your job, 
and your community, better equipped to fulfill your unique role 
in God’s kingdom. Please enjoy your time with us. We appreciate 
your attendance!



SPONSORS2019 CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS
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FRIDAY
Thursday, March 14

6:00-9:00 Exhibitor Registration, Check In and Set Up
6:00-9:00 Attendee registration opens for early arrivals  

Friday, March 15

  Breakfast on your own
7:30am  Registration Opens
8:30-9:00 Opening Devotion: Pastor Jon Bilitz
9:00-9:10 Welcome and Announcements

9:10-9:20 Sponsor Introduce Keynote
9:20-10:20 Opening Keynote

 Establishing a Christian Home in Today’s Society 
– Pastor Don and Mary Patterson

Establishing a Christian home in our society may be more challenging 

than it was generations ago, but it’s not an impossible task. Pastor Don 

and Mary Patterson use God’s Word and their thirty-three years of mar-

ried life to frame a discussion of this important topic. A Christian home 

of one, God-pleasing marriage, raising God-fearing children, and dealing 

with challenges are some of the topics they will address. All attendees 

should find some valuable takeaways from this keynote. Don and Mary 

will share anecdotes and laughs that all will appreciate.

CLE SCHEDULE



FRIDAY
Friday, March 15

10:20-10:45 Break – Snack and Visit Exhibitors
10:45-11:45 Breakout Sessions – Group 1

Group 1
1A Home:  Room B2 
The Place of Social Media and Technology in the Family, Nils Smith

1B Work:  Room B4 
Everyday opportunities for Christian Leadership, Steve Loehr

1C Community:  Room B3
Creating an Outreach Mindset, Pastor Ben Blumer

1D Home:  Room B1
Addiction: Helping Yourself and Others, Dr. Brandon Hayes and 
Dr. Joshua Mears

11:45-1:00 Lunch provided
1:00-2:00 Breakout Sessions – Group 2

Group 2
2A Home:  Room B1
Addiction: Helping Yourself and Others, Dr. Brandon Hayes and 
Dr. Joshua Mears

2B Work:  Room B4
Battling for Balance, Jesse Hieb

2C Community:  Room B3 
Breaking the Unwritten Rules of the Church, Pastor Mark Jeske, 
      Pastor John Parlow, Pastor Randy Ott, Pastor Mike Novotny

2D Work:  Room B2
StrengthsFinder: Know and Use Your Strengths, Dr. Scott Gostchock

2:00-2:15 Transition/Bathroom Break
    

  

CLE SCHEDULE



FRIDAY
Friday, March 15

2:15-3:15 Breakout Sessions – Group 3 

Group 3
3A Home:  Room B4 
Life Under the Big Top, Julie Karbula

3B Work:  Room B2 
StrengthsFinder: Know and Use Your Strengths, Dr. Scott Gostchock

3C Community:  Room B1  
Breaking the Silence, Michelle Markgraf

3D Community:  Room B3 
Creating an Outreach Mindset, Pastor Ben Blumer

3:15-3:40 Break – Snack and Visit Exhibitors

3:40-3:50 Sponsor Introduce Keynote
3:50-4:50 Middle Keynote  

My Plan May Not Be God's Plan for Me
– Don Zietlow

Don Zietlow, one of the founders and the current CEO of Kwik Trip, 
Inc., will take us on the journey which is his life. While he did his best to 
diligently plan that journey, he acknowledges that God, ultimately, has a 
plan for the lives of all of us. Get a glimpse of the amazing ups and downs 
of a member of the Wisconsin Business Hall of Fame and one of the most 
respected leaders in the convenience store industry.

CLE SCHEDULE



FRIDAY
Friday, March 15

4:50-5:05 Closing Devotion: Pastor Matt Moldstad
5:05-5:15 Closing Notes and Housekeeping

5:15-5:30 Transition to Social Hour at Radisson
5:30-7:00 Networking Reception Social Hour
  Music provided by: Big Strum

7:00-   Free Time

     

CLE SCHEDULE

NETWORKING RECEPTION SPONSORS

COFFEE AND SNACK BREAK SPONSORS

HOTEL WELCOME SPONSORS

ALL SPONSORS, CONTRIBUTORS AND EXHIBITORS CURRENT AS OF 02.13.19



Saturday, March 16

  Breakfast on your own
8:00am  Registration Opens

8:30-9:00 Opening Devotion: Pastor Jeremy Mattek
9:00-9:10 Announcements

9:10-9:20 Sponsor Introduce Keynote
9:20-10:20 Closing Keynote

How Do You Want To Be Remembered? 
– Kent Stock

People who witnessed this true story still can't believe what happened. 
It was so inspiring that Hollywood came calling and retold the story of a 
small school's baseball team in the motion picture "The Final Season." It's 
about faith being tested and affirmed; it rings with the truth that if you 
never give up, incredible things can happen. Kent's story is much more 
than baseball. It's about how you live your life on a daily basis and making 
a huge impact on the life of others.

   

SATURDAYCLE SCHEDULE SATURDAY



SATURDAY
Saturday, March 16

10:45-11:45 Breakout Sessions – Group 4

Group 4 
4A Home: Room B1 
Pastor Parents and “The Family Church”, Mike Westendorf

4B Work: Room B2 
Living Within Your Means - Financial Stewardship for Christian Leaders, 
Mike Lendt

4C Community: Room B3 
Be the Best Neighbor, Betsy Borns, Mimi Richmond, Pastor Don Sutton

4D Home: Room B4 
REPEAT: Life Under the Big Top, Julie Karbula

11:45-1:00 Lunch provided
1:00-2:00 Breakout Sessions – Group 5

Group 5
5A Home: Room B1 
REPEAT: Pastor Parents and “The Family Church”, Mike Westendorf

5B Work: Room B4 
REPEAT: Everyday opportunities for Christian Leadership, Steve Loehr

5C Community: Room B3
REPEAT: Breaking the Unwritten Rules of the Church, Pastor Mark Jeske, 
Pastor John Parlow, Pastor Randy Ott, Pastor Mike Novotny

5D Work: Room B2 
REPEAT: Living Within Your Means - Financial Stewardship for Christian 
Leaders, Mike Lendt
       

       

CLE SCHEDULE



PRAISESATURDAY
Saturday, March 16

2:00-2:15 Transition/Bathroom Break

2:15-3:15 Breakout Sessions – Group 6 

Group 6
6A Home: Room B2
The Place of Social Media and Technology in the Family, Nils Smith

6B Work; Room B4
Battling for Balance, Jesse Hieb

6C Community: Room B1
Breaking the Silence, Michelle Markgraf

6D Community: Room B3
Be the Best Neighbor, Betsy Borns, Mimi Richmond,
Pastor Don Sutton

3:15-3:35 Break – Snack and Visit Exhibitors

3:35-4:20 Closing Service

4:20-4:30 Wrap Up Notes and Comments

CLE SCHEDULE



PRAISE
SPECIAL APPRECIATION 

FOR MIKE WESTENDORF and his BAND:  

Mike Westendorf, Adam Westendorf, Marshall Holm, 

Evan Swiontek, Tyler Melso, Matt Thompson

Since 2007, Mike’s heart has beat for the spiritual well being of 

young adults and the sustainability of the local church. With a 

ministry anchored in the stories of God’s faithfulness and pursing 

what Jesus called “Life to the Full”, Mike’s focus has increasingly 

been to encourage the local church through what he calls 

“Accessible Worship” and by helping build up the “The Family 

Church”. Working with the leadership of his home congregation 

at St. Paul’s Muskego, Mike was part of a team that developed a 

comprehensive sermon series and set of resources to help the 

people of St. Paul’s recommit to the Family Church. 

A meteorologist, young adult ministry leader and Christian artist 

from Milwaukee, WI Mike is a member of the ministry team at St. 

Paul's Muskego. He married his wife Melissa in 1997 and together 

have three children.  More information on Mike’s music ministry 

can be found at mikewestendorf.com.  

CLE MUSICSATURDAY



SPONSORSSPONSORS
PLATINUM SPONSORS

BETHANY LUTHERAN COLLEGE  blc.edu
Bethany Lutheran College provides higher education in a challenging 
academic environment, grounded in the liberal arts, and delivered 
through the discerning lens of a Christian worldview. Bethany focuses its 
approach with students on personal mentoring guiding them to 
productive and fulfilling lives of service in the family, church, and society. 

CHRISTIAN FAMILY SOLUTIONS  christianfamilysolutions.org
WLCFS-Christian Family Solutions provides professional Christian 
counseling services to individuals and families and compassionate care 
for seniors. Our counseling services are provided in person at our 
outpatient clinics and day treatment facilities, and are available via 
secure video to individuals and organizations worldwide.

KWIK TRIP  kwiktrip.com
We’re a family-owned company based in La Crosse, WI and home to more 
than 23,000 associates. From the start, we’ve focused on doing right by 
our customers and our community. We’ve stocked the freshest foods and 
kept prices low by making things ourselves and keeping a close eye on 
costs. Then we’ve passed the savings on to you.

ALL SPONSORS, CONTRIBUTORS AND EXHIBITORS CURRENT AS OF 02.13.19

THANK YOU!



SPONSORS
GOLD SPONSORS

CATALYST CONSTRUCTION  catalystbuilds.com
Catalyst Construction is one of southeastern Wisconsin’s fastest growing 
construction firms, providing construction management and design/
build services to the religious, education, medical, office, senior-living and 
multi-family housing markets. 

KINGDOM WORKERS  kingdomworkers.com
Kingdom Workers is a global, Christian non-profit that mobilizes 
believers to meet the physical and spiritual needs of communities around 
the world. We advance the gospel by partnering with local churches and 
their communities to discover and overcome their greatest obstacles 
together. 

THE LUTHERAN HOME ASSOCIATION  tlha.org
The Lutheran Home Association is a non-profit ministry dedicated to 
providing for the spiritual, physical, and emotional needs of people. 
Services include senior living, skilled nursing care, disability services, 
rehabilitative therapies, chaplaincy, national and international disability 
and senior outreach, and Jesus Cares Ministries (JCM). 
      

THANK YOU!SPONSORS



SILVER SPONSORS

TRUTH IN LOVE MINISTRY  tilm.org
Truth in Love Ministry reaches out to the lost around the world by 
proclaiming Christ to Mormons and empowering Christians to witness. 
Through practical tips, strategies and mentoring, we can equip you to 
discover greater courage and confidence as you share your faith with 
anyone. 

TIME OF GRACE  timeofgrace.org
Time of Grace is for people who want more growth and less struggle in 
their spiritual walk. The timeless truth of God’s Word is delivered through 
television, print, and digital media with millions of content engagements 
each month.  

BRONZE SPONSORS

GIFT PLANNING SERVICES  giftplanningservices.com
We offer a unique blend of services to guide you through the sometimes 
difficult process of transferring your assets while sharing your faith and 
values with your heirs. We are faith-based – meaning we work from a 
foundation of Christian faith.

NO SHAME MARKETING  noshamemarketing.com
No Shame Marketing started as a means of witnessing Jesus Christ, the 
Savior of the world, and also promoting wholesome children’s literature. 
Our name comes from Romans 1:16, “ For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who 
believes…”

TREDO GROUP  tredogroup.com
Tredo Group LLC is a full-service architecture and design studio in 
Milwaukee, WI. The talented architects and interior designers at Tredo 
work on projects that bring people together. 

EXHIBITSPONSORSTHANK YOU!



EXHIBITTHANK YOU!SPONSORS
EXHIBITORS
Lutheran Volunteer Connect
WELS Foundation
Joy Creation LLC
WELS Church Extension Fund
WELS Lutherans for Life
Friends of China
Wisconsin Lutheran College 
Joy-filled Children of the World
St. Croix Lutheran Academy
Faith Unleashed Consulting
316 NOW
Wisconsin Lutheran Chapel and Student Center/WELS Campus Ministry
Bachana, Inc.
Koine Music Ministries
Lutheran Military Support Group
Chaplains in Schools, Inc.
Center for Urban Teaching
WELS Missions 

GENERAL CONTRIBUTORS
Grant Holzhueter
212 Strategies 
Trust Point Inc.
St. Croix Lutheran Academy
Eugene Johnson
Holzhueter Foundation
CM Cares/Church Mutual Insurance Company Foundation
Craig Culver
Valerie Dethloff
Steve Loehr
Dunham+Company
Tom & Sandy Walters

ALL SPONSORS, CONTRIBUTORS AND EXHIBITORS CURRENT AS OF 02.13.19

Stephen Schlicht 
Joan Richmond



CLE HOSTTHE ANTIOCH FOUNDATION

Since 2000, The Antioch Foundation has provided financial 

support to innovative people and institutions across the U.S. 

and around the word to share the Gospel of Jesus and serve 

others in the areas of faith, education, medicine, 

and humanitarian need.

 
Our Mission:

To make a positive difference in the lives of others 
for the greater glory of God.

    “Because of God’s abundant blessings in our lives, 
especially the gift of a Savior, we cannot help but show our 

thankfulness to Him by sharing those blessings 
with other people." 

 -The Antioch Foundation founders
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BACKPACKDIGITAL

DIGITAL BACKPACK
 

Throughout the Christian Leadership Experience, 
we hope that you will make use of the various on-line 

resources we’ve made available. 

Speaker Presentations 

Presentations, from all of the presenters who provided 
one, are available for download. Load them to your 

laptop, tablet or phone for viewing during the sessions. 

Supporting Resources 

Many of our presenters supplied us with resources 
and documents they would like you to take home and 
study. Check them out...and use them after the event is 

over!

Digital Versions of Event Materials 

The following are also available: 
• A digital copy of this event program
• An event schedule
• A map of our event space at the                   

La Crosse Center and the Radisson

Christlead.com/2019Backpack  



NOTESJOT IT DOWNBACKPACK



 

Thursday, March 14

6:00-9:00 Exhibitor Registration, Check In and Set Up
6:00-9:00 Attendee registration opens for early arrivers  

Friday, March 15

  Breakfast on your own
7:30am   Registration Opens
8:30-9:00 Opening Devotion: Pastor Jon Bilitz
9:00-9:10  Welcome and Announcements
9:10-9:20  Sponsor Introduce Keynote
9:20-10:20 Opening Keynote: Establishing a Christian Home in Today’s 
  Society – Pastor Don and Mary Patterson
10:20-10:45 Break – Snack and Visit Exhibitors
10:45-11:45 Breakout Sessions – Group 1
11:45-1:00  Lunch provided      
1:00-2:00  Breakout Sessions – Group 2
2:00-2:15  Transition/Bathroom Break
2:15-3:15  Breakout Sessions – Group 3 
3:15-3:40  Break – Snack and Visit Exhibitors
3:40-3:50  Sponsor Introduce Keynote
3:50-4:50  Middle Keynote: My Plan May Not Be God's Plan for Me  
  -Don Zietlow
4:50-5:05  Closing Devotion: Pastor Matt Moldstad
5:05-5:15  Closing Notes and Housekeeping
5:15-5:30  Transition to Social Hour at Radisson
5:30-7:00  Networking Reception Social Hour
7:00-   Free Time

Saturday, March 16

  Breakfast on your own
8:00am   Registration Opens
8:30-9:00 Opening Devotion: Pastor Jeremy Mattek
9:00-9:10  Announcements
9:10-9:20  Sponsor Introduce Keynote
9:20-10:20 Closing Keynote: How Do You Want To Be Remembered   
  -Kent Stock
10:20-10:45 Break – Snack and Visit Exhibitors
10:45-11:45 Breakout Sessions – Group 4
11:45-1:00  Lunch provided      
1:00-2:00  Breakout Sessions – Group 5
2:00-2:15  Transition/Bathroom Break
2:15-3:15  Breakout Sessions – Group 6 
3:15-3:35  Break – Snack and Visit Exhibitors
3:35-4:20  Closing Service
4:20-4:30  Wrap Up Notes and Comments

AT A GLANCESCHEDULE
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